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The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so United as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1. Claims 1-13, 17-19 are directed to a method of controlling the point spread function of an optical system by 
altering the placement and the bidirectional scattering transmission function of a spatial filter. It is considered 
that control of the point spread function by altering the placement and bidirectional scattering transmission 
function of a spatial filter comprises a first "special technical feature". 

2. Claims 14-15 are directed to a method of optimising the spatial filtration of an image by use of a function 
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10 August 1992), Consequently the common feature does not constitute "a special technical feature" within the 
meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, since it makes no contribution over the prior art. Since there exists no 
other common feature which can he considered as a special technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, 
second sentence, no technical relationship within the meaning of PCT Rule 13 between the different inventions can be 
seen. Consequently it appears that a posteriori, the claims do not satisfy the requirement of unity of invention, 

It is considered that these groups of claims require independent and separate searches of the literature, and could not 
be both be searched without involving significant extra effort, 



Note 1: Claims 1 8 and 19 do not have any antecedent for "the optical system" when appended to claims 14 or 15, and 
hence are construed as appended only to any one of claims 1-13 and 17. 

No f e 2: Due t0 unclear appendants in general (eg, claim 4 is appended to claims 5-13 which are in turn appended to 
claim 4, and claim 15 is appended to claim "n"), it is assumed for the purposes of this Report that 

(i) no claim is appended to a later claim; and ' ' 

(ii) claim 15 is appended only to claim 14. 
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